PHIL 1301 Intro to Philosophy- Syllabus

Collin College

Professor Troy A. Doucet

Classroom Location: D-147
Meeting Times: M 7:00-9:50P
Office Hours: 30 minutes before & after class or by appointment

Email: tdoucet@collin.edu
Course Description

Critical and reflective thinking as applied to basic problems of existence and to the meaning of human life.  Selective philosophical problems are examined through the views of major philosophers; includes ancient, medieval, modern and contemporary thought.  (3 credit hours)

Assessment

Student must be able to demonstrate college level reading ability and college level writing equivalent to ENGL 1301.  This course is reading intensive (50-60 pgs/week); failure to accomplish assigned reading will make this course extremely difficult. 

Required Text

The Great Conversation, A Historical Introduction to Philosophy (6th Ed.)

Norman Melchert
ISBN: 978-0195397611
Learning Objectives

(1) Demonstrate, through written analysis, the ability to recognize the principal problems of philosophy in a variety of historical philosophical works.

(2) Demonstrate an ability to employ the vocabulary of philosophical discourse to ask key philosophical questions.

(3) Demonstrate, through writing assignments and classroom discussions, the ability to think critically and analytically about philosophical issues and problems as presented in primary source material.  

(4) Demonstrate an understanding of various philosophies from a variety of cultures and perspectives.

Thus, the following elements will be required of all students:

(1) Two {2} quizzes from the lecture and reading materials [50 pts each]

(2) Two {2} position papers (1 midterm & 1 final paper) [100 pts each]

(3) Participation & Attendance [50 possible points]

(4) One {1} Protokoll [50 possible points] 

400 TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS

Grading Rubric

360-400= A

320-359= B

280-319= C

240-279= D

000-239= F

*Note: I do not accept emailed papers, late assignments, and there is no available extra credit work or make up exams. Student absences will deduct two (2) points per unexcused absence from their total attendance and participation grade.  So please make every effort to be in class ON TIME, read-up, and ready to discuss. 

POLICIES

Attendance Policy

Please see the current Collin Registration Guide for the last day to withdraw. 

Religious Holy Days

Please refer to the current Collin Student Handbook. 

ADA Statement 

It is the policy of Collin County Community College to provide reasonable accommodations for qualified individuals who are students with disabilities. This College will adhere to all applicable Federal, State and local laws, regulations and guidelines with respect to providing reasonable accommodation as required to afford equal educational opportunity. It is the student's responsibility to contact the ACCESS office, SCC-G200 or 972. 881.5898 (V/TTD: 972.881.5950) in a timely manner to arrange for appropriate accommodations. 

Academic Ethics

The College District may initiate disciplinary proceedings against a student accused of scholastic dishonesty. Scholastic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, statements, acts, or omissions related to applications for enrollment or the award of a degree, and/or the submission as one’s own work material that is not one’s own. Scholastic dishonesty may involve, but is not limited to, one or more of the following acts: cheating, plagiarism, collusion, use of annotated texts or teacher’s editions, and/or falsifying academic records. 

Plagiarism 

The use of an author’s words or ideas as if they were one’s own without giving credit to the source, including, but not limited to, failure to acknowledge a direct quotation. 

Cheating 

The willful giving or receiving of information in an unauthorized manner during an examination, illicitly obtaining examination questions in advance, copying computer or Internet files, using someone else’s work for assignments as if it were one’s own, or any other dishonest means of attempting to fulfill the requirements of a course. 

Collusion 

Intentionally aiding or attempting to aid another in an act of scholastic dishonesty, including but not limited to, providing a paper or project to another student; providing an inappropriate level of assistance; communicating answers to a classmate during an examination; removing tests or answer sheets from a test site, and allowing a classmate to copy answers. 

Classroom Conduct:

Electronic devices of any type are not permitted to be used in class at any time (cellphones, PDA's, etc.).  The only device allowed will be a laptop computer for taking notes.  Computers will not be allowed on the students' desk during examinations and testing.  

Food & Drinks

Food and soft drinks are permitted so long as they do not cause distractions (foil paper tearing, soda can's being opened, crunching sounds, etc.) or so long as there is no trash left behind.  Upon the first infraction of these terms no food or drink will be allowed then on. 

Course Outline (Note: This is a rough, provisional outline only!)

January 23rd – Course Introduction, Syllabi Review, Pertinent Information 
January 30th – Chapter 4 (entire), Chapter 5 (Euthyphro only), Chapter 6 (entire)
Protokoll: Ch. 4, 5

Protokoll: Ch. 6

February 6th- Chapter 7 (entire)
Protokoll: Ch. 7: The World + The Soul

Protokoll: Ch. 7: The Good Life
February 13th- Quiz #1, Chapter 10 (entire), Chapter 11 (entire)
Protokoll: Ch. 10
Protokoll: Ch. 11 

February 20th- Chapter 13 (entire)
Protokoll: Ch. 13: Meditation 1-3 

Protokoll: Ch. 13: Meditation 4-6

February 27th- Essay Prompt Handout, Chapter 15 (entire), Chapter 16 (entire)
Protokoll: Ch. 15

Protokoll: Ch. 16

March 6th- MID-TERM PAPER DUE 
No Readings

No Protokolls
March 13th- NO CLASSES | SPRING BREAK WEEK
March 20th- Chapter 18 (entire), Chapter 19 (entire) 
Protokoll: Ch. 18

Protokoll: Ch. 19

March 27th- Chapter 20 (entire)
Protokoll: Ch. 20

April 3th- Chapter 22 (entire)
Protokoll: Ch. 22

April 10th- Quiz #2  
No Readings

No Protokolls 
April 17th- Chapter 23 (entire)
Protokoll: Ch. 23

April 24th- Chapter 24 (entire), Chapter 25 (entire)
Protokoll: Ch. 24

Protokoll: Ch. 25

May 1st- Assistance with anyone needing help on their final papers (in class) 
No Readings

No Protokolls 

May 8th- FINAL PAPER DUE
